15o           EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
from Bordeaux, with Therese Maillucheau as their leader,
were ready for anything that might be demanded of them,
but had received scant schooling in the France of the early
nineteenth century. Henceforth Mother Barat would have
to organise the studies of her young religious upon some
settled plan.
It is impossible to follow in detail the development of
this organisation, which was beset with many difficulties
from the first. Want of subjects and an abnormally rapid
expansion due to the urgent educational need of the country
made settled training for long years a difficult task. The
preparation of teachers for their life's work is one of the
battle-grounds of the scholastic world1; even to-day ve
hear sounds of warfare from university and training college,
and from every type of school. An International Order
has to face external hindrances and to adapt itself to widely
differing types of regulations, and yet must build up a
settled policy of its own. Moreover, a double training
is needed for the nun who devotes herself to a life in which
prayer and educational work both find a place ; hence the
need for long and patient preparation in the face of many
obstacles.
Mother Barat early sent for Mother de Charbonnel to
help her with her novices. From the diary she kept during
those years at Poitiers, and, still more, from her letters, we
get an idea of her close and personal contact with her
daughters. Thus we early find her corresponding on
educational subjects, now playfully reproaching Mother
Emilie Giraud for her spelling, " which would disgrace an
Algonquin," and her writing, " which is inferior to the
1 See The Training of Teachers in England and Wales during the Nineteenth Century,
R, W. Rich- Of. Madame de Mamtettott and Sat'tif-Cyr, p. 145, where Dr. Barnard
points oat that tbe establishment was both a school and a training college.